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Feminist Notes 


Policewomen’s Bill Reported 
HE bill creating a Woman’s Bureau 


in the Metropolitan Police Depart- — 


ment of the District of Columbia has been 
favorably reported by the Committee on 
the District of Columbia of the House of 
Representatives. 

Representative Mary T. Norton of New 
Jersey sought to have the bill amended in 
the committee to provide for equal pay for 
policewomen, but was unsuccessful. The 
bill, if enacted, will give the policewomen 
of the Capital a legal status not now en- 
joyed, and will raise the rank of the offi- 
cers in it. Lieutenant Mina Van Winkle 


is chief of the Women’s Bureau. — 


French Women Make a Gain 


LTHOUGH women have not yet ob- 
tained the right in France to vote 
for the country’s legislators or sit in Par- 
liament, they are gradually obtaining 
entry into all public services. 3 
Their latest victory is admission to 
service in the diplomatic corps. Some 
legal and other restrictions still seem 
likely to prevent them serving abroad as 
ambassadors, but within the Quai d’Orsay 
it will now be possible for a woman to 
hold practically any post for which she 
is qualified. 


Louisiana Society Headed by Women 


'T the opening meeting of the Louisi- 
4 ana State Society of Washington, 


D. C., at the National Press Club on Feb-. 
ruary 11, Senator Joseph E. Ransdell of — 


Louisiana made a genuine Equal Rights 
speech, and the society elected women to 
all its offices. Fannie Wolfson, a member 
of the National Woman’s Party, enthusi- 
astic over the occasion and over Senator 
Ransdell’s championing of Equal Rights, 
told the society how Senator Ransdell 
had been the first official in Louisiana to 
support the national suffrage amendment, 
and how she had carried a_ petition 
through the State for suffrage following 
his open declaration in favor of woman 
suffrage by amendment to the United 
States Constitution. 


Women's Exposition 

HE fourth annual Woman’s World’s 

Fair will be held May 19-26 in the 
Coliseum, Chicago. The women’s colleges 
will have their exhibits around a quad- 
rangle with a Gothic arched entrance. 
Seven colleges will be represented and 
each one is planning a distinctive exhibit. 
Women in the professions, in science, art, 
literature and mechanics, will be repre- 
sented. 


Young Feminist | 
LTHOUGH she cannot vote yet, Lily 
Thorpe is, at 22, the only woman 
Town Councillor for Bootle, England. 
She is a lady’s maid and is continuing 
her work while carrying out her municipal 
duties, according to a press statement, 
She is a member of the Labor Party. 


Miss Thorpe joined with Isabel Mac- 
Donald, daughter of the former Labor 
Premier; Lady Cynthia Mosley; Betty 


_ Chester, the actress, and a number of uni- 
versity graduates in signing a petition 


which was taken to the Prime Minster on 


the opening day of Parliament, demand- 


ing the vote on equal terms with men. 


The Young Suffragists also addressed | 


the following letter to King George: 


“February 7, 1928. 
“lo His Majesty the King: 
“Your Majesty—Today you will be 


opening Parliament. Today you will be 


addressing the peers of the realm and 


your faithful commons in Parliament as-— 


sembled to hear what is known as the 
King’s speech. That speech will be read 


by millions of people. Amongst those 


who will read it are 3,000,000 young wom- 
en under 30, the ‘flower’ of the present 
generation, who are still deprived of the 
elementary right of citizenship—the vote. 


Amongst those 3,000,000 young women are 
some of the most brilliant minds of the 


day, members of the learned professions, 
holders of university degrees, tens of thou- 


sands of wives and mothers, and large 
numbers of young workers who in mills, 
factories, workshops, and offices are doing 
their bit towards building up the indus- 


trial prosperity of the nation. 


_ “ATI these young women are looking to 
you as their sovereign to include in your 
speech a declaration to the effect that the 
first measure to be placed on the statute 
book during the coming session will be a 
simple one-clause bill, free from ex- 
traneous and controversial matter, giving 


_ the vote to women at 21 on the same terms 


as it is already accorded to men. They 
feel that if this is done they will be able 
to exercise the franchise at the next elec- 
tion for the general benefit of the com- 


munity and the furtherance of the pros- — 


perity and welfare of the realm. 


“We beg to subscribe ourselves, your 
Majesty’s dutiful but disinfranchised sub- 
jects. | 

“Tam Younc SuFFRAGIsts.” 


Equal Rights 


Woman on Naval Academy Board 
Fiorence Prac Kaun 
of California is the first woman ever 


to be appointed to the Board of Visitors 


of the United States Naval Academy at 
Annapolis, Maryland. 


Woman Radio Program Manager 
ETTY BRAINARD is now Eastern 
program manager for the National | 


- Broadcasting Company, which operates 
_ the “red” and “blue” networks from the 


key stations in New York, WEAF and 


Becoming interested in broadcasting 
five years ago when assigned to write an 
article on the subject for a small town 
newspaper, Miss Brainard obtained a po- 
sition with WJZ by offering a valuable 
program suggestion. She rose steadily to 
higher positions by virtue of original pro- 
gram ideas and intelligent application. 
She has done some announcing for the 
station, one of the few woman announcers. 


Indian Women in Public Service 
Ege women are members of Legisla- 
tive Councils in India: Dr. Poonen 
Lukhose of Travancore, who was for two 
years Minister of Health, and is now a 
member of the Medical Board; Mrs. Mad- 
havi Amma of Cochin; Dr. Muthulakshmi 
Ammal, deputy-president of the Madras 
Legislative Council; and two women in 


the State of Rajkot. 


Thirty-two women are municipal coun- 
cillors in various cities; four are members _ 
of Taluk boards; eight are members of 
district boards; thirty-two are honorary 
magistrates and J. P.’s; four are elected 
members of University Senates, and nu- 


_ merous others are nominated or ex-officio 


members; six women are barristers and 
lawyers. 


A Woman’s Party in Norway 


WENTY years ago suffrage was 

granted to the women of Norway. In 
December the women of Oslo, who nat- 
urally take the leadership among the 
women of the country, celebrated the event 
of twenty years ago by forming the Oslo 
Woman’s Party. Stirred by their re 
peated failures to secure the election of © 
women to the Parliament of Norway or 
to community governments, these women 
have organized to work outside of the 
political parties for the election of as 
many women as possible as community 
and parliamentary representatives. Their 
first attempt will be made for the local 
elections a year hence. 
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Doris Stevens Speaks Headquarters 


York, Doris Stevens, chairman of 

the Committee on International 
Action of the Woman’s Party, stopped at 
Washington, and was the guest of honor 
at a luncheon at the National Head- 
quarters on Saturday, February 25. She 
gave the guests a delightfully informal 
account of the Equal Rights campaign 
carried on by women during the Pan- 
American Conference just closed. 


In presenting Miss Stevens, Edith 


C N her way from Havana to New 


- Houghton Hooker prophesied that the 


long looked-for international brotherhood 

of men would be brought about through 

the international sisterhood of women. 
“Our recent international work in 


Havana,” said Mrs. Hooker, “has brought 


the nations nearer to international peace. 
It has proved that we must not limit our 
Feminist work by national boundaries, 
but must sail to other shores and clasp 
hands with women of other lands. In 
Havana there have been created nuclei 
of feminism which will radiate their in- 
fluence in each of the countries repre- 
sented there. Our sphere will eventually 


be in Geneva or wherever the world cen- . 


ter may be. We greet Miss Stevens, not 
only as a leader in the Feminist move- 
ment, but as one of the great and splendid 
spirits of the day.” i ee 

‘Miss Stevens reviewed with a light 
touch and witty comments the hard six 
weeks campaign. She said in part: “On 
the first day of the conference it was dis- 
heartening to look down on that solid 
mass of men, only one woman, a typist, 
on the whole floor. It seemed a symbol 
of our international status. Our appear- 
ance before the conference on February 7 
was a symbol of our entrance into inter- 
national affairs. 

‘We were told at first that it was im- 
possible for anyone but delegates to ad- 
dress the conference. Dr. Bustamente 
told me this. I reminded him that Presi- 
dent Coolidge, who was not a delegate, 


By Katharine Ward Fisher 


had addressed it. My daring to use such 
a comparison apparently shocked him so 
that he was unable to reply. Mr. Hughes 
was certain the rules would not permit 
us to speak. He was much impressed by 
rules. We showed him that the rules 
would permit anyone to speak whom the 
twenty-one republics desired to hear. 
Eventually we showed that twenty-one 
republics did desire to hear us, and we 
were heard! Maria Montalva Soto de 
Navarro made her first speech for Equal 
Rights, and she was magnificent.” 

Miss Stevens told of the supple-minded- 
ness of the Latin-American delegates, how 
readily moved they were by the appeal 
for Equal Rights. Not one refused to 
see the representatives of the Woman’s 
Party. Not one expressed himself as 
“bothered” by the Equal Rights propa- 
ganda. They had no crystallized objection, 
such as “states rights” to oppose to Equal 
Rights. Some of them came to the Wonm- 
an’s Party headquarters. And _ these 
headquarters were never without a depu- 
tation of “fervent Cuban women.” These 


women, Miss Stevens said, thought at first | 


that because women in the United States 
had political rights that they must have 


full civil rights also, and so they got 


credit for being entirely disinterested in 
their efforts for international Equal 
Rights. Mrs. Smith spent much time ex- 
plaining the inequalities in our laws and 
making it clear that we, too, have a stake 


in an Equal Rights treaty. For the first 


time in Cuba, women were important 
news, and copy could not be produced and 
translated fast enough to meet the de- 
mands of the press. Another striking 
feature of the campaign was the joining 
of all the women’s organizations in Cuba, 
clubs, philanthropic societies, and others 
in united action for a common cause. 
Equal Rights proved a great harmonizer. 


“We said,” concluded Miss Stevens, 
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“that we would get a commission to do 
for the twenty-one republics what the 
Woman’s Party has done for the forty- 
eight States. The creation of a Woman’s . 
Commission for this purpose is a real 
triumph.” 

Sefiora Diego de Gomez-Quintana of 
Spain, member of the International Ad- 
visory Committee of the Woman’s Party, 
who was opportunely in Washington, was 
a guest at the luncheon, and spoke of the 
woman movement in Spain. She said in 
part: “In Spain we have only a woman’s 
club. We cannot be outspoken for the 
advance of women. But we have a side- 


show for that purpose, about which we 


cannot say much. We have to keep it 
hidden, for we are attacked by men for 
daring to meet and take tea together 
without asking men’s permission. An un- | 
married young lady of forty cannot go 
on the street alone. But she may go if 
accompanied by her married sister of 


twenty. Even my servant girl cannot 


go out on her day off unless her mother 
comes to take her. We have women doc- 
tors and lawyers in Spain. You may 
think it strange I even mention this, it is 
so much a matter of course in America. 
But it is not in Spain. 

“IT am happy to be with you. I shall 
take home new enthusiasm, new force to 
continue the sometimes up-hill work in 
my own country. I feel at this moment 
as if I could revolutionize the whole of 
Spain. I am going to learn here how to 
be advanced like you. And I invite you 
all to my home in Madrid.” 

Florence Bayard Hilles presided. Seated 
with the speakers were Jessie Dell, United 
States Civil Service Commissioner, Mrs. 
Emile Berliner, chairman of the District — 
of Columbia Branch of the Woman’s 
Party, Mrs. Howard Leroy and Miss 
Laura Berrien. Among the out-of-town 
guests were Dr. Spiegel of Czecho- 
Slovakia, Gertrude Franchot Tone of 
Niagara Falls, N. Y., and Miss Ruby 
Hughes of Holland, Michigan. 


‘Master Home-Makers’’ 


NEW national movement is just get- 

ting under way to honor successful 

American farm women, to dignify their 

jobs as one of the most important pro- 

fessions in the world and to emphasize 
high standards of rural home-making. 

In each of twenty-three States this year 


five outstanding women will be selected | 


on account of their unusual achievements 
for honor as “Master Farm Home- 
Makers.” 

The title is new in the history of farm- 
ing, significant of a new era in the prog- 
ress of rural women, according to such 
leaders as L. J. Taber, national master of 


the Grange, who recently said in speaking 
at the recognition ceremony of Ohio home- 
makers that “this movement, if brought 
to full fruition, will do more for agricul- 
ture than any other one in existence.” 

Any farm woman in these twenty-three 
States is eligible for the honor when nomi- 
nated by five neighbors. Then she is asked 
to supply very detailed information con- 
cerning these five points: 

Physical adequacy of the home in rela- 


tion to income; management of time, 


energy and income; health record and 
living habits of the family; recreation, so- 
cial development and family relationships 


(including training of the children), and 
community work. 

A State committee of five judges, 
chosen by the State Agricultural College 
Extension Service, then selects the five 
master farm home-makers. | 

In every instance the judges in the va- 
rious States have found that the master 
farm home-makers voted at the last na- 
tional, State and county elections. They 
were said to be good neighbors and active 
in farm, community, church, and school 
organizations, and yet to have kept a bal- 
ance between the time given to community 
work and that spent in the home. | 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 

THE LUCKETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 
“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 


this article by appropriate legislation.” 
[Senate Joint Resolution Number 64.] 


Introduced in the Senate, January 4, 1928, 
by Sunatorn E. Curtis. 


Equal Rights 


Bogus Privileges 

‘’ VEN the conservative South is capitulating to the onslaughts of Fem- 

inism. Now comes Georgia with-a decision that removes yet another 

of women’s “privileges” under the law, On February 25 the Georgia 

Supreme Court ruled that, although the husband still is regarded by law as 

head of the family, recent legislation has reduced him to the status of a 

“mere figurehead”; he, therefore, cannot be held liable for damages involving 
a civil offense committed by his wife. 

“By sweeping changes in the law governing civil rights of married women, 
the doctrine of the merger of the civil existence of wife and husband has been 
practically swept away,” said the decision, “while the husband is still declared — 
by statute to be the head of the family, he, like the King of England, " se ; 
a figurehead.” 

Referring to changes in the common-law principle which made the wife a 
“separate and independent unit,” so far as her property was concerned, the 
opinion added: 

“Since the husband’s rights and privileges have been swept away by the 
Statutes in this State, and as his lordship has been practically, if not com- 
pletely, swept away by various statutes, why should he be held to his old-time 
marital liabilities which were based upon the former marital rights and 
privileges?” 

Therefore it continued, “a iesibiniait is no longer liable under our statutes 
for the independent torts of his wife not committed by his command or witk 
his consent, and in which he did not in any way participate.” 

The Supreme Court reversed the lowér courts’ finding for H. W. Ashworth, 
who sued O. W. Curtis and his wife for $3,000 for injuries inflicted by an 
automobile driven by Mrs. Curtis. 

Decisions such as that rendered by the eaiiiaii Court of Georgia throw 
into bold relief the irrationality of preserving upon our statute books the 
worthless “privileges” granted to women by the old common law. These 
privileges literally no longer exist, but their shades are invoked all too fre- 
quently to obstruct the definite acceptance of Equal Rights. 

Let us follow the good example set by Georgia and do away with thane 


bogus privileges here, there and everywhere, but let us at the same time estal- 


lish Equal Rights as a fundamental principle in the law. Women have every- 
thing to gain and nothing to lose by this transformation, and in our humble - 
opinion men are fortunate in this case. 


Poetry and “Pig Iron” 


ATCHING the progress of women in various fields of enterprise is _ 
one of the most exciting sports of modern times. Such variety is 
offered and so many changes are rung that one becomes almost dizzy 
looking on. The range is enormous as two events that have recently been 
reported indicate. . 

From England comes the 1 news that two women have achieved the distinc- 
tion of being poetry prize winners, and from Newark, New J ersey, we hear 
that a woman holds the unique position of buyer of “pig iron” in the Thatcher 
Furnace Company in that city. 

Miss Gertrude Trevelyan wins the Newdigute prize for English verse, and 
thus enters the long line of names that include Tennyson and Oscar Wilde. 
The other winner is Miss V. Sackville-West, poet and novelist, who receives 


the Hawthornden prize of £100, the greatest offered in England, for a long 


poem called “The Land.” Of her we read in the London M orning Post: 

“Miss Sackville-West is the daughter of Lord and Lady Sackville of Knole, 
Sevenoaks, and is the wife of the Hon. Harold Bee cee cane: who is a member of 
the Diplomatic Corps at Teheran.” 

Alice Halpin is the name of the young woman who has graduated from 
the position of stenographer for the Thatcher Furnace Company and become 
its official “shopper” instead. She has taken over the buying of four thousand 
articles. She knows not alone the “pigs,” as she calls them, but coke, coal, 
fuel oil, lumber, boiler trimming, enamels, and brick. 

After all, according to Miss Halpin, the same principles hold, whether one 
goes shopping for cretonne and hair pins or whether one looks for a good buy 
in Fira and fuel oil. Which is all very true, but a fact only recently recog- 
n 

With women “arriving” in such different fields as poetry and “ pig iron,” 
the day of Equal Rights cannot be far away. 
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Feminist History Was Made Havana 


E HREE important things happened 


at the Pan-American Conference, 

just ended, to further international 
Feminism in the Americas and so in the 
entire world. 

1. A hearing was granted to the Com- 
mittee on International Action of the 
National Woman’s Party before a plenary 
session of the conference. This was the 
first time in the history of international 
conferences that women, not delegates to 
the conference, were permitted to present 
their claims to equality with men before 
the law. The widespread interest in the 
hearing was shown by the fact that when 
the minutes of that hearing were printed 


in the daily Diario of the conference every 


copy of that issue was exhausted in a few 
days. Delegates had sent the record of 
the minutes far and wide to the women of 
their .respective republics. 

2. An Equal Rights Treaty was pre- 
sented for the first time as the quickest 
means of abolishing all existing inequali- 
ties before the law relating to the status 
of women and as a means of preventing 
additional ones from being written. This 
treaty, proposed first to the Americas, is 
already in the hands of European Fem- 
inist groups and will be presented for ac- 
ceptance to other international bodies of 
- 
3. The 


‘a committee of women to study their own 


Pan - 
passed unanimously a resolution creating 


By Doris Stevens 


status in the Americas, this committee 


empowered to report recommendations to 
improve their status, to the next Pan- 
American Conference to be held in 1933 
at Montevideo, Uruguay. Again this is 
the first time in the history of interna- 
tional procedure that women have been 
welcomed as authorities on their own 
status. 

All of these things mark a definite be- 
ginning of the participation of women in 
all future international bodies. It was 
indeed a brilliant beginning in interna- 
tional Feminism on this continent. 

It was to be expected that women of the 
United States, with their new political 


power, would be the first to initiate inter- 


national action on behalf of all the women 
of the Americas. Also it was not aston- 
ishing that the men of this continent, all 
more or less recent winners of their own 


_ independence, should be responsive to the 


aspirations of their women toward greater 
liberty. 

Every organization of Cuban women co- 
operated with the North American Com- 
mittee on International Action to make 
the work a success, Their eagerness to 
join with the women of North America in 
this enterprise was moving to a degree. 

Three new Cuban members of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party International Ad- 
visory Council were invited to join and ac- 


cepted membership on the council. They 
are Dr. Julia Martinez, distinguished edu- 
cator, called the Jane Addams of Cuba; 
Senora Luis Baralt, the first woman to 
take a Ph.D. degree at the Havana Uni- 
versity, wife of Dr. Baralt, former Cuban 
Minister to Peru and scholar of distinc- 
tion; Senora Maria Montalvo de Soto Na- 


_varro, president of the Federated Women’s 


Club of Cuba, gifted leader, descended 
from Spanish nobles on one side and Cu- 


_ ban revolutionaries on the other, beloved 


of the whole community for her social 
service to Cuba. 

Mrs. Pilar Lluy Houston, who has been 
on the International Advisory Council 
for some time, is the fourth member from 
Cuba. 

These women are all above factional 
and partisan politics in their own coun- 
try. They are all ardent and devoted 
Feminists. 

The North American women were grati- 
fied to see formed in Cuba as a result of 
their intensive six weeks’ joint campaign 
on the conference a federated committee 
composed of representatives of every 
woman’s club and organization in Cuba 


under the presidency of Senora de Soto 


Navarro to redouble their efforts on be- 
half of equality of Cuban women before 
the law. The Cuban women were inspired 
to return to the next Pan-American Con- 


ference with full power, and there is every 
likelihood that they will. 


The New Woman Turkey 


HE women of rater are no longer 
kept in seclusion, and they are seek- 


ing and obtaining greater educa- 


tional and professional opportunities, 
Hadije Selma Ekrem, Feminist leader, 
who has recently come to the United 
States, said in an interview with the 
Christian Science Monitor: 

She stated that while only one woman 
today is holding a government office—that 
of Minister of Hygiene—the women are 
pursuing means to.aid their development 
and progress, and are seeking admission 
to educational institutions in larger num- 
bers than can at present be accommo- 
dated. 

Miss Ekrem is a daughter of Ali Ekrem 
Bey, former Governor of Jerusalem and 
of the Angean Islands, and now a professor 
at Stamboul University. She has been 
leader of the rise of the new women in 
Turkey, in the strange — of their 
newfound freedom. 

“The conditions which Americans still 
feel obtain among Turkish women, such 
as seclusion behind closed doors and the 
prudery of the veil are, in reality, obso- 
lete,” declared Miss Ekrem. “That Turkey, 


the old Turkey, was superseded four years 
ago by the new Republic. In the old days 
the women were submissive behind their 
veils. Today women are recognizing their 
potentialities as a unit in the forward 
movement of the new Turkey, and they 
are seeking education and preparing 
themselves to fulfill their new eras in 
Turkey’s rising sun.” 

Asked about women’s voting, Miss 
Ekrem replied that Turkish women know 
nothing about the vote. “It must be con- 
sidered,” she continued, “that the peasant 
women are uneducated. Some 80 per cent. 
of our population of 14,000,000 are illit- 
erate, so that woman’s progress will neces- 
sarily be very slow, since progress comes 
with education. The educated women, 
naturally, believe in equal franchise as an 
ultimate goal, but they recognize that 
Turkey as a nation is not yet ready nor 
is the time propitious to start a campaign 
for the vote. We have to be tolerant and 
wait for education with great patience.” 

Asked about the family institution in 
Turkey, Miss Ekrem stated that there 
again the American understanding was 
not a little mistaken. In the old days the 


people were governed by the social laws 
as stated in the Khoran, and that law 
allowed a man to marry four wives. The 
marriage was simple; two witnesses were 
called and the man and woman acknowl- 
edged marriage before those witnesses. 
That was all. Divorce was equally simple. 
A man said to his wife before two wit- 


nesses, “I divorce thee,” and she was 
divorced. 


_ “As an example of the complete potion, 
tion in which the people were held under 
the Moslem religion,” Miss Ekrem said, 
“if, when I had my hair bobbed twelve 
years ago, I had been very religious, I 
should have gone to the head of the Mos- 
lem faith and asked him about it. It was 
a trivial matter, but we might not do 
anything without equal ceremony. But 
four years ago, when Turkey became a 
Republic, religion was relegated to its 
proper place, and is now a matter of faith 
and conscience. 

“With release from this Seentiiitens 
came freedom to women, and pologamy 
was abolished. In fact, for twenty years 
it has been disappearing from our coun- 
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try, and with education that practice is 
impossible. The term harem, in Turkey, 
means simply a separate apartment for 
women. It does not signify plural mar- 
riage, though Americans seem so to under- 
stand it. 

“In the old days a young man and 
woman could not see each other; mar- 
riages were arranged by the families. 
Under the new regime young people are 
meeting each other in homes and are com- 


Mrs. O. H. P. ns. H. 
Belmont Sees Equal P, 
Rights Victory president of the Na- 
At Havana tional Woman’s 

ee Party and director 
of the international 
wne, work to establish 

rance, h f 

Fe 2, 1928. Equal Rights for 


women throughout 
the world, in an 
interview at her Paris residence, 9 Rue 
Monsieur, today expressed great hopes for 
the outcome of the hearing on women’s 
rights to be held before the delegates to 
the Pan-American Conference in Havana 
next week. 

“Our delegation,” said Mrs. Belmont, 
“went to the Pan-American Conference to 
propose the first treaty ever offered by 
women on behalf of women in the history 
of the world. They had great difficulty in 
getting a study of political rights for 
women restored to the conference agenda 
but yesterday’s news reports stated that 
they have won and now they will have 
a hearing before the full session of the 
conference next week. 


“We advocate a treaty which will make 


impossible further subjection of wonien in 
the twenty-one American States, at a time 
when a new code of international law is 
being established in the Western Hemis- 
phere. The Pan-American Conference has 
full power to draft a treaty which will end 
the subjection of women in North and 
South America. 

“The agenda of the Havana conference 
calls for the consideration of‘measures for 
extending to women the same civil rights 
as those enjoyed by adult males,’” con- 
tinued Mrs. Belmont. “The initiative in 
bringing this matter before the conference 
came from Guatemala and Costa Rica, 
whose delegates introduced the Equal 
Rights proposal at the last Pan-American 
Conference, and brought about its inclu- 
sion in the program of the present con- 
ference. Now for the first time a great 
body of women will be represented at the 
conference to urge the adoption of this 
proposal. | 

“Should the conference embody the 
equality of men and women in treaty 
form it would then be submitted to all 
the American republics for ratification. 
When accepted by the twenty-one nations 


ing to know each other in association. 
Nevertheless, in Turkey a young girl is 
accompanied by her mother, or otherwise 
chaperoned. She must be at home before 
dark, and she may not be alone on the 
street at any time. Before my sister was 
married she never was alone with her 
fiance. Either my mother or I always 
went with her. | 

“Every child in Turkey is taught re- 
spect for his parents, and his attitude to- 


Press Comment 


there will not remain any vestige in the 
law of these various countries of discrimi- 
nations against women. A new interna- 
tional code is being drawn up in America, 
and unless the women see that it carries 
with it no further discriminations against 
their sex, additional inequalities will have 
to be abolished in the future. 

“Again America has an opportunity to 
lead the way in establishing a principle 
of freedom for women for the rest of the 
world to follow. | 

“The Woman’s Party sent 
to Havana included Miss Doris Stevens 
of New York, chairman of the Committee 
on International Action; Mrs. Clarence 
M. Smith of New York, chairman of the 
National Council; Mrs. Valetine Winters 
of Ohio, member of the National Council; 
Miss Muna Lee, the poetess of Porto Rico; 
a Mrs. Alice M. Park of California.” 


Teale Treaty HE first treaty 
Would Give ever offered by 
Women Rights women on behalf of 
women in the his- . 

edie isi tory of the world 
Paris ? proposed by the 

: : delegation of the 
February 2, 1928. 


National Woman’s 
Party to the Pan- 
American Conference in Havana, Mrs. 
Oliver H. P. Belmont stated in Paris 
yesterday in discussing the preliminary 


report of the Committee on International 


Action which attended the Conference. 
Mrs. Belmont, as president of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party and head of its 
international work, had just received the 
report. | 

- “We advocate a treaty which will make 
impossible further subjection of women in 
the 21 Anierican States, at a time when 
a new code of international law is being 
established in the Western Hemisphere. 
The Pan-American Conference has full 
power to draft a treaty which will end 
the subjection of women in North and 
South America. 

“The agenda of the Havana Conference 
calls for the consideration of measures 
for extending to women the same civil 
rights as those enjoyed by adult males,” 
continued Mrs. Belmont. “The initiative 
in bringing this matter before the con- 
ference came from Guatemala and Costa 


Equal Rights 


ward them must ever be one of considera- 
tion. ‘The conduct of the young person 
is influenced by the wishes of the parents. 
“Had my parents not consented to my 
coming to America,” said Miss Ekrem, “I 
should not have come; but they gave their 
permission, and I am here. But had 
they refused, I should rather have been 
unhappy than to go against their wishes. 


_ And that is the attitude of young people 


generally toward their paren 


Rica, whose delegates introduced the 
Equal Rights proposal at the last Pan- 
American Conference, and brought about 
its inclusion in the program of the present 
conference. Now for the first time a great 
body of women will be represented at the 
conference to urge the adoption - this 
proposal. 

“Should the conference embody the 
equality of men and women in treaty form 
it would then be submitted to all the 


_Amierican republics for ratification. When 


accepted by the 21 nations there will not 
remain any vestige in the law of the vari- 
ous countries of discriminations against 
women. A new international code is being 
drawn up in America. Unless the women 
see that it carries with it no further dis- 
criminations against their sex, additional 


inequalities will have to be abolished in 


the future. | 

“Again America has a an to 
lead the way in establishing a principle 
of freedom for women for the rest of the 
world to follow. 

“The Women’s Party Camiions sent 
to Havana was headed by Miss Doris 
Stevens of New York, chairman of the 
Committee on International Action; Mrs. 
Clarence M. Smith of New York, chair- 
man of the National Council; Mrs. Valen- 
tine Winters of Ohio, member of the Na- 


tional Council; Miss Muna Lee, the 


poetess of Ponto Rico;.and Mrs. Alice M. 
Park of California.” 


Women Offer Plea ][_JAVANA, Feb- 
at Havana Parley ruary 7.—The 
New York Times, 
February 8, 1928,  Sathering to be ad- 
By Russell Owen 
, in demand of Equal 

Rights was held this 


afternoon during an unofficial session of 
the Pan-American Conference in the beau- 
tiful Aula Magna of Havana University. 

Women of North and South America, 
and the islands of the Caribbean asked 
that their rights be affirmed by a treaty 
which would supersede national law. They 
were greeted with applause. and at the 
end of the session Dr. Bustamente, pre- 
siding officer of the conference, graciously 
said that they had convinced their hearers 
of the worthiness of their cause. 

It was one of the most picturesque meet- 
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ings which had been held in the hall. 

Woman after woman mounted the ros- 

trum and spoke of the desire of their sex 
for Equal Rights before the law. 


They did not plead, they demanded, and 


their demands were based upon the argu- 
ment that for centuries they had been un- 
doing the social, political and economic 


damage which man, with the best inten- 


tion in the world had imposed upon them. 

The first speaker was Miss Doris 
Stevens of New York, chairman of the 
Committee on International Action of 
the National Women’s Party. — 

“Great laws are born of deep convic- 
tions,” said Miss Stevens. “It is our deep 
conviction that we bring you today. But 
that is not all we bring you. We stand 
ready to work with you through your ap- 
pointed commission to hasten the pro- 
cedure of our proposal. = 

“Since with rare exception men cannot 
feel as we do the sting of belonging to a 


group which is classed as inferior, we ask 
to be allowed authoritative power to con- 


sult between this conference and the next 
-with the subcommission assigned to study 
the abolition of the present discrimina- 
tion against women, or until that legal 
subjection of women is abolished in the 
Americas. We shall not fold our stand- 
ards until the subjection is removed. 

“Since the beginning of time men with 
the best intentions have been writing laws 
for our good. Since the beginning of time 
brave and valiant. women have been abol- 
ishing these same laws. There is no 
limit to what man wishes to do for our 
good. 

“No man, no group of men, no govern- 
ment, no group of nations ever had the 
right to withhold from us the rights we 
ask today. We ask to have restored rights 
which have been usurped. These are our 
human rights. 

‘“We have chosen the treaty method be- 
cause it is the most dignified. It is the 
easiest. It is the most permanent. It 
will not only abolish existing national and 
international inequalities; it will prevent 
new ones from being written. Some will 
tell us that rights of women lie exclu- 
sively in the domain of domestic law. 
This is purely a matter of opinion. 


“There is another point we would like 
to call to your attention. Since work- 
ing with this conference we have heard 


_ the opinion expressed by one of our com- 


patriots that Equal Rights may be all 
right for the women of North America 
but that the women of Latin America are 
not yet ready for them. 


“We women resent and disbelieve any 
hint of sectional superiority. It may be 
that there is a hope implied that although 
we women of North America may be out 
of hand, the women of Latin America may 
still be kept under legal subjection. We 
do not believe men of North America are 
called upon to be tender protectors of the 
women of Latin America. 


“We bear witness before you to the 


growing solidarity among the women of 
the Americas.” 

_ Miss Stevens then presented to the con- 
ference the draft of a treaty made by 
Alice Paul, the Feminist leader of the 
United States, the first article of which 
read: 

“The contracting States agree that 
upon the ratification of this treaty, men 
and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the territory subject to their 
respective jurisdictions.” 

The speech of Miss Stevens was fol- 
lowed by speeches by Muna Lee of the 
Porto Rican Branch of the National 
Woman’s Party and of the University of 
Porto Rico; Mrs. Jane Norman Smith, 
president of the National Council of the 
National Woman’s Party; Senora Maria 
Montalvo de Soto Navarro, president of 
the National Federation of Women’s 
Clubs of Cuba; Dr. Julia Martinez, who 
has been called the Jane Addams of Cuba, 
and Senora Plintha Wos y Gil, daughter 
of a former president of Santo Domingo. 

Senora Wos y Gil made an old-time suf- 
fragist speech and “brought down the 
house,” if such an expression could be 


applied to the dignified assembly of the 
conference. 


Copies of all the speeches in English, 
Spanish and Portuguese had been sup- 
plied to the delegates who followed them 
closely during the entire two and a half 
hours of the meeting. It was much more 


successful than the women had hoped 
and tonight they were resting on their 
banners, tired but satisfied. 


American Women AVANA, Feb- 
Plead at Havana ruary 8 (A.P.) 


Washington Star, —Delegates to the 


Pan-American Con- 
February 18, 1928. today had 


before them a plea 
of the women of the Americas for Equal 
Rights. 

For the first time women were officially 
heard at a plenary session of the confer- 
ence yesterday. The proposed Equal 
Rights treaty drawn up by Miss Alice 
Paul of the United States was presented 
to the conference by Doris Stevens, chair- 
man of the committee on international 
action of the Woman’s Party of the United 
States. Miss Stevens, making the keynote 
speech, urged the delegates to make a 
treaty within the next five years estab- 
lishing the principle of woman suffrage 
in all the American republics. She asked 
that women be allowed to consult with 
the conference and its subcommittees as 
colleagues, not auxiliaries. 


“You might better act wisely and justly 
immediately on what you will have eventu- 
ally to do,” she continued. “Since the 
beginning of time men, with the best in- 
tentions no doubt, have been writing laws 
for our good; since the beginning of time 
brave and valiant women have been abol- 
ishing these same laws written for our 
good.” 

A half hour before this plea the con- 
ference approved a resolution calling 
upon the legislatures of American govern- 
ments to pass special maternity legisla- 
tion. The measure would provide obliga- 
tory full pay leaves for all woman em- 
ployes for a period of 40 days before and > 
after confinement. Leaders of the women 
remarked that this was the type of legis- 


lation in the passage and discussion of 
which they wanted a part. 


Not even the necessary preparations for 
the arrival of Col. Charles A. Lindbergh 
allowed the delegates to forsake their 
work this morning. 


News from the Field 


Equal Rights Activities in Kentucky 
LIZABETH SCOTT writes from Ken- 
| —tucky that there is considerable hope 
for the passage of the bill introduced by 
State Senator Vernon Richardson, Demo- 
crat, and Representative Charlie Ryans, 


Republican, granting Kentucky mothers. 


Equal Rights with fathers over the earn- 
ings of minor children. 

Miss Scott is now organizing Woman’s 
Party branches and committees in Ken- 
tucky. The newly organized Frankfort 


committee consists of Mary Watts Brown, 
secretary and temporary chairman; Annie 
Brown; Mrs. James Darnell, who is to be 
a delegate to the Republican National 
Convention, and who is very active in Re- 
publican politics; Cora Morehead, once 
secretary to ex-Governor Field, now sec- 
retary of the Sate Department of Educa- 
tion; Mrs. Leon Lewis, a former journal- 
ist; and Mrs. George Haper of the Tax 
Commissioner’s office. 

All of the committee, Miss Scott writes, 


are strong for Equal Rights and influen- 
tial in Kentucky politics. They plan an 
Equal Rights study club and open meet- 
ins for the benefit of the public. They 
will also present the Woman’s Party pro- 
gram to the State convention of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. 

City committees are being formed also 
in Louisville and Lexington. It is also 
planned to have a Woman’s Party booth 
at the convention of the State Federation 
of Women’s Clubs in May, if possible. 
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Work is also being done on a bill to 
grant Equal Rights to women teachers. 


The bill will be taken up first with the 


Kentucky Educational Association when 
it meets in April. | 


Mile. Jardin to i taal in United States 
ENEE JARDIN, distinguished French 

X Feminist and author, and member of 
the International Advisory Council of the 


National Woman’s Party, will teach at 


Middlebury College during the summer 
session, and will lecture throughout the 
United States. 

Mlle. Jardin has visited National Head- 
quarters of the Woman’s Party, and has 
written several articles about the .Wom- 
an’s Party’s work for Equal Rights, which 


have been published in French magazines. 
Born in Brittany, Mlle. Jardin studied — 


several years in Paris, where she took her 


License des Lettres at the Sorbonne, and 


her License en Droit at the School of Law. 


She was subsequently appointed instructor | 


at the University of St. Andrew’s Scot- 
land, and taught at Wellesley College 
from 1922 to 1926. 


She is now Avocate au helvéas de Ver- 


sailles. She is a contributor to news- 
papers and magazines, a 


and a, poet. 


Mile. Jardin will lecture in the United 
States on the following subjects: “Women 


Writers of Today—A Survey of Feminist — 


Literature”; “My Friends, the Poets”; 


“Topics and Characteristics of the Young . 


Literature”; “Outline of French Fem- 


_ inism”; “Legal and Social Status of the 
Frenchwoman of 1928”; “Frenchwomen 
at the Threshold of Politics”; “Feminism | 


and Literature.” 
Arrangements can be made by direct 


application to Mile. Jardin at 11 Rue de_ 


Versailles, Palaiseau, Set O, France, or, 
after July 1, to her at Middlebury Col- 
lege, Middlebury, Vermont. 

Mile. Jardin is the author of “Nostal- 
gies,’”’ and “Le Hochet d’Or,” both volumes 
of poems, and “La Ronde Allegre de New- 
ton College” and “Le Genie Poetique de 
Marceline Valmore.” 


Peale Edwards for Equal Rights 


ENATOR EDWARD I. EDWARDS, > 
Democrat, of New Jersey, has an- 
nounced in no uncertain terms that he 


will support the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment to the United States Constitution, 
reading, “Men and women shall have 
Equal Rights throughout the United 


States and every place subject to its jur- 


isdiction.” 


In a letter to D. F. Pachella, Order of | 


the Round Table, Hackensack, New Jer- 
sey, written January 26, Senator Edwards 
said: 
“My Dear Mr. Pachella: 

“Acknowledging receipt of your letter 


of the 25th instant, let me say that during 
my public career in New Jersey no man 
or woman can charge me with ever being 
unfavorable to the principle of Equal 


Rights for every one, and, of course, this | 
means that I shall favor the Equal Rights 


Amendment for women. 
“Most cordially, 
E. I. Epwarps.” 


Fo or ‘Equal Representation in Republican 


| Convention | 

“HE Republican Interstate 306 

New York avenue, Washington, D. C., 
has adopted and sent to the Reieibtican 
National Committee resolutions calling 
for equal representation ‘of men and 
women at the Republican National Con- 
vention, and for the selection of national 
committeewomen by women delegates. 

The resolution relating to ‘representa- 
tion of women reads: 

“Whereas the Nineteenth Amendment 
confers upon women — political — 
with men; and, 

“Whereas the women are not equally 
represented in Republican national con- 
ventions, for the reason that an equal 


~ number 6f women and men are not chosen 


as delegates and alternates to Republican 
national conventions; and, 

‘‘Whereas the Republican national com- 
mitteewomen are either selected by~the 


Republican national committeemen, or by 


a majority of the men delegates from each 


State or Territoryj instead of being se- 


lected by a majority of the women dele- 
gates, from the duly elected women dele- 
gates of each State or r Territory ; : there- 
fore, be it 


“Resolved, That in order to. 


the political equality of women and men 


in American politics, as guaranteed by 
the Nineteenth Amendment, and to bring 
about the equal representation of women. 
and men as delegates and alternates to 
future Republican national conventions, 
we demand that the Republican National 


Committee amend its rules and regula- 


tions for the election of delegates and 


alternates to future Republican national 
convention, so that the women voters of 


the United States may be represented by 
as many delegates and alternates as the 
men, even though the change necessitates 
- reducing the voting power of the men dele- 


gates from one vote to one-half of a vote 
each, thereby granting the women. dele- 
gates one-half of a vote each; and be it 
further 

“Resolved, That the Republican na- 
tional committeewomen shall at future 
Republican national conventions be se- 
lected by a majority of the women dele- 
gates from the duly elected women dele- 
gates of each State and Territory, and not 
by the Republican national committee- 
men, or by a majority of the men delegates 


from each State or Territory, and that no 
woman shall be eligible to be Republican 


-national committeewoman unless she be 


one of the duly elected delegates from the 
State or Territory which she is to repre- 


“No Equal Rights Here” | 

66) 10 Equal Rights here” is the com-. 
| ment of Dr. Louise Lawrence, a 
founder of the National Woman’s Party, 
in writing to Mabel Vernon, executive 
secretary, from Tunis. She is motoring 
about Northern Africa. Yee 


Two Million Dollar Fund 


‘Treasurer's Report 
EMMA WOLD, Treasurer 
NETTIE TRAIL, C. P. A., Auditor 

ECEIPTS collected by National Head- 
quarters December 7, 1912, to Feb- 

ruary 1, 1928, $1,435,401.04. 
Contributions, membership and other 

receipts, February 1 to 16, 1928: 


Mrs. O. H. P. Belmont, N. Y .- $120.00 
Mrs. Mary G. Briggs, Conn.............. 5.00 
Mrs. Bertha W. Fowler, Colo.... 15.00 | 
Illinois State Branch ; 25.00 
Mrs. A. Roehrer, Ohio ‘i 5.00 
Miss Betty Archdale, Canada.... 10.00 
Mrs. Amy C. Ransome, Ariz 10.00 
Migs Matt C. Pittman, Ala 10.00 
Miss Ada F. Soleau, Md sda 1.00 
Miss Elsie Cannon, D. C ; phdice 1.00 
Mrs. Serafina R. de Rosado, Cuba.................... 1.00 
Dr. Julia Martinez, Cuba Bed -1.00 
Mrs, M, A. Homeyer, La 5.00 
Miss Sara P. Grogan 10.00 
Club. Femenino de ie Cabs 10.00 
Mrs. Stephen Pell, N. Y ; 50.00 
Mrs. Mabel McCurrach, N. 


Per Maryland Branch: 


(Maryland Branch retaining dues in ex- 
cess of 25 cents) 

Mrs.. Mary Keller 25 
Mrs. d Lewis.... 25 
Mrs. Louis Gutman........ 25 
-Mrs. F. Price Grace sia ; 20 
Mrs. J. W. Beall 
Mrs. Hopkins 
.25 

35 

25 


Mrs. Edith Houghton Hooker 
Mrs. Elizabeth Gerlach 
Mrs. Florence Day 


Mrs. Mollye Rollman 


Mrs. Powers Smith +20 
Mrs, Peach 
Mrs. Himes Walker .25 
Mrs. Victoria Wright.... 
Mrs. J. E. Stier 25 
Mrs. Helen Elizabeth Brown 
Mrs. Henrietta Hickman By 
Miss Emelia Doetsch 
Mrs. H. G. Crosby 25 
Mrs. M. Zurndorf 25 
Mrs. Miller 
Mrs. Dora G. Ogle 
Miss F. Kennard 25 
Miss L. Kennard 
Mrs. Muller 25 
Mrs. Schley | -25 
Mrs. Ella Scheckels.................... 
Miss Rose Newfeld 
Mrs. Sophia Rosett.... 
Mrs. Charles Herman -25 
Mrs. Marian Holmes «25 
Mrs. John Taylor -25 
Mrs. J. E. Nichols .25 
Mrs. Henry Dinsy....... wis .25 
Mrs. Conrad Ernst 25° 
Mrs. Lanahan ........... 25 
Mrs. Ethe] Lauterbach 25 
Mrs. Mara Tucketr.... 25 
Maryland State Branch ‘oni 2.75 
Miss Clara Hill, Mexico.. ~ 10.00 
» .Mary Gertrude Fendall, Md 5.00 
Esther McLaughlin, N. Y 
Equal Ricuts subscriptions to 
EquaL RIGHTS office 4.00 
Sale. of “Jailed for Freedom” — 2.00 
Sale of pin eS .25 
Sale of literature 18.00 
Refunds 25.68 
Dividend from endowment 8.00 
Rent of rooms at National 779.00 


Total receipts, February 1 to 16, 1928...$1,164.43 


ruary 16, 1928.... wis $1, 436, 565.47 


DAY PRINTING COMPANY 


Printers 


LIGHT AND LOMBARD STREETS 
MD. 
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